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Thank you for participating in the              
Ausable River Association Creel Survey*  

Here’s what we’ve found so far!  

The most abundant catch is 
Brown Trout (71%). They range 
in size from  8 to 18”.  Native to 
European streams, hatchery 
raised Browns have been 
shown to reproduce in the  
Ausable. The largest number of 
Browns are caught in reach 5. 

Rainbow Trout are the second 
most abundant catch, making 
up 15% of reported catches.  
They are stocked by Essex 
County at 9” and 13” and come 
out of the river between 10” 
and 16”.  Rainbows are caught  
in reaches 5 and 3.   

Native to the Ausable, 
“Brookies” make up 11% of 
reported catches.  They range 
in size from 6 to 12” with an 
average size of 9.75”.  Most 
commonly they are caught in 
reaches 5 and 4.  

Occasionally a Smallmouth 
Bass shows up on the end of  
someone’s line. Bass on the 
mighty Ausable?  You betcha! 
Smallmouth Bass are         
commonly reported in reaches 
3 and 4.  

*From 2005 to 2008 anglers filled out 400 to 550 survey 
cards annually, reporting 1100 to 1500 catches per year. 

More Survey Facts 
F The average fishing trip was 2 hours and 45    

minutes long.    

F On average, anglers caught one fish for every 
1 hour and 20 minutes of fishing effort.  In 
June however, fish were caught after fifty 
minutes of effort! 

F Reach 5 had the most catches reported 
(highest traffic). 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a quiet spot on the river?   

F Reach 1 had the lowest reported fishing effort.  
And remember to practice the angler’s code of  
ethics… “Don’t double up in pools!” 

Grab a Survey Card 
Tell us what you’re Catching!  Report even if 
you don’t catch anything. Please fill out cards           
completely; every piece of information is          
important! 
 

 
 

For more detailed results visit: 

AusableRiver.org  

or call 518-873-3752 
 

This publication was funded by the Ellen Lea Paine 
Memorial Nature Fund from the Essex County         
Adirondack Garden Club.        
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