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Groundwork
 Every nonprofit – indeed, every business – must shift and grow, staying true 
to its mission and goals while serving the community to which it is dedicated. The 
Ausable River Association is no exception. If you’ve been following our story for the 
past few years, you’ll know we’ve grown from a one-person volunteer organization 
with an annual budget of $50 to 90,000 to a professionally staffed, science-based 
organization focused on practical solutions for our community. In 2018, that meant 
four full-time staff members and expenses of over $300,000. 
 The results? Identification of a serious contaminant threat to Mirror Lake 
and a path toward a scientifically verifiable solution. Removal of a large structurally 
unsound dam on the West Branch that threatened life and property downstream. 
Technical surveys and analyses that led to the first comprehensive plan to restore 
form, function, and resilience to the East Branch, with the West Branch not far 
behind. And so much more.
 Of course, the success lies in the details. Biweekly water quality monitoring 
in rain, sleet, wind, and snow. Multi-year experiments to determine the best 
native plant species for revegetating streambanks. Extensive temperature logger 
networks. Thoughtful efforts to communicate and educate. Time consuming 
surveys of river form and structure in low and high water. Hiking through dense 
forest along steep headwater streams to obtain water samples. Mountains of 
administrative paperwork to qualify for, responsibly administer, and track on state 
grants, private funds, expenses, contracts, and events.
 We don’t do it by ourselves. We’re small, but we’re more efficient when we 
work with multiple partners, especially our communities. But we are also ready to 
grow. We’re ready to expand our science-based, solution-oriented skills. 

Watch us. 

Support us. 

Where else can you protect the lakes and streams you know and love and get this 
big a bang for your buck? Real work, protecting, monitoring, restoring. Making a 
difference. 

You want to be a part of this.

Elizabeth Clarke
Chair - Board of Directors

Kelley Tucker
Executive Director
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Clean Water
To ensure that our streams, lakes, and wetlands can support a full 
complement of human and ecosystem needs, AsRA identifies and 
addresses threats to clean water in the Ausable River watershed. 

• Our staff identified the nature and extent of road salt pollution across the 
watershed and are working to find solutions. Our focus: Mirror Lake, the jewel 
of Lake Placid and the lake most threatened by road salt in the Adirondack 
Park.

• AsRA and the Paul Smith’s College Adirondack Watershed Institute (AWI) 
released a report on Mirror Lake documenting that lake turnover is being 
interrupted as a result of road salt runoff.

• Work by AWI on groundwater contamination, along with AsRA’s work on Mirror 
Lake, was presented to the commissioners of the New York State Departments 
of Health, Environmental Conservation, and Transportation.

• In response to AsRA’s findings, the New York State Department of 
Transportation launched a pilot salt reduction program along Mirror Lake and 
the West Branch Ausable River.



HEALTHY STREAMS
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Healthy Streams
We’re protecting the shaded, cool waters of the river and its tributaries, 
restoring their form, function, and resilience for the benefit of wildlife 
and human communities.

• The 125-year-old Rome Dam on the lower West Branch has been demolished. 
AsRA advocated for the decaying dam’s removal and was a member of the 
deconstruction team. Now free, the river tumbles through a steep bedrock 
gorge, rebuilding habitat, and providing a home and safe passage for native 
fish. 

• Hemmed in by local infrastructure, the West Branch’s Dream Mile has 
experienced a slow unraveling of capacity, balance, and resilience. AsRA 
is working with The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Trout Unlimited 
Adirondack Chapter to restore form and function to this treasured reach, 
creating stable habitat for trout.

• AsRA and our team of experts have developed a landmark comprehensive 
plan for restoring the lower half of the East Branch. Extensive surveys and 
analysis identified 13 projects in the Town of Jay that will increase resilience 
for communities and ensure the health of the river. Construction on the first 
two projects will begin in 2020. AsRA is seeking additional funds to expand the 
comprehensive plan to the Town of Keene and the West Branch.



BIODIVERSE HABITATS
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Biodiverse Habitats
AsRA protects habitats and ecosystems that foster native plant and 
animal species in and alongside streams, lakes, and wetlands.

• Established in 2018, AsRA’s newest program is on the cutting edge of 
science, using environmental DNA to understand the presence, absence, 
and abundance of native brook trout. We mapped trout distribution in 35 
kilometers of local streams.

• Warmer waters seriously threaten the survival of many native Adirondack 
species, most notably brook trout. We expanded our year-round temperature 
monitoring network, doubling its size and our capacity to measure where 
waters are warming and whether our restoration efforts have a stabilizing 
effect.

• AsRA is identifying and testing native plant species that provide the greatest 
success for revegetating streambanks and riparian areas in our watershed. An 
expert botanist assisted AsRA’s staff to survey and assess past planting success 
and identify key native species for riparian planting projects. 



Enjoying The River
We promote responsible, low-impact recreational opportunities that 
help protect Ausable waterways and adjacent lands.

• AsRA’s river steward maintained eight wader wash stations for West Branch 
anglers and provided outreach and streamside education for over 500 river 
users in 2018. Of these, 22 users came directly to the Ausable from a watershed 
with known aquatic invasive species. Intercepting these anglers allowed us to 
ensure their gear was properly cleaned. Our riverside surveys show that larger 
numbers of anglers are choosing non-felt boots and using wader wash stations 
to prevent invasive species from entering the Ausable. 

• The 7th Annual Ride for the River was a great success. Almost 100 riders 
participated, biking along the river – stopping along the way to learn about 
how best to protect it – and joining the community party that followed the 
ride.

• AsRA’s network of Porta-Johns helped ensure a clean and healthy river and 
provided convenient facilities for travelers and river users.



Engaged Communities
AsRA provides information to inform residents and visitors so they may 
better care for the health of the watershed where they live, work, and 
play.

• AsRA’s stewardship brochure, Caring for the Ausable, was mailed to every 
household in the Ausable watershed. That’s 7,000 opportunities to promote 
land stewardship and protect our lakes and streams through simple practices 
in homes, yards, and at work. 

• Our public programs provided information and practical tools to hundreds 
of watershed residents and visitors. Topics included river protection, stream 
restoration, and science that promotes clean water. And our weeklong 
intensive teen stewardship program completed its fourth year.

• AsRA’s weekly e-newsletter audience grew to over 600 subscribers in 2018, and 
our social media following is over 4,000. Added to our growing membership, 
that’s over 5,000 engaged and informed residents and visitors. 

• We planted 300 trees and shrubs on the shoreline of Mirror Lake and at a 
stream restoration site on the West Branch Ausable River. This project was 
supported by an Earth Day Initiative Grant from Humanities New York and 
included volunteers from Mirror Lake Watershed Association and Northwood 
School.



FINANCES

Activities
As of December 31, 2018 (unaudited)

Support and Revenue 
Program   Income ........................................................................... $52,695
Restricted Grants ..........................................................................  $97,859
Donations  &  Fundraising........................................................... $144,114
TOTAL  ...............................................................$ 294,668

Expenses
Personnel....................................................................................$194,929
Programs.....................................................................................$68,872
Office & Technology.....................................................................$17,887
Communications ...........................................................................$7,521
Professional Services....................................................................$6,475
Fundraising.....................................................................................$4,489
Insurance.........................................................................................$1,919
TOTAL................................................................$302,092

79
Sites 

Sampled 
For eDNA 
Analysis

Income Expenses

Financial Activities

Financial Position
As of December 31, 2018 (unaudited)

Assets
Cash & Savings...........................................................................$134,586
Other Assets.......................................................................................$500
TOTAL  ASSETS....................................................$135,086

Liabilities & Net Assets
Current Liabilities.........................................................................$69,783
Unrestricted Net Assets..............................................................$65,303
Temporarily Restricted  Net Assets......................................................$0
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS...........................$135,086

A copy of the latest annual filing for the Ausable River Association, Inc. may be 
obtained, upon request, from the organization (AsRA, PO Box 8, Wilmington, NY  
12997) or from the New York State Office of the Attorney General, Records Access 
Officer, The Capitol, Albany, NY 12224 (www.charitiesnys.com) or by contacting 
212-416-8401. You can obtain a description of the programs and activities that your 
contribution will support by contacting us at the above address.

279
New Members & 

Donors

1,952
New Followers 

Online

13
River Restoration 

Projects Identified 

43,003 
Views Of Mirror Lake 

Livestream On YouTube

61% 
River Users Using 
Aquatic Invasive 
Species Spread 

Prevention 
Techniques

756 
Anglers 

and Others 
Educated 

About Aquatic 
Invasive 
Species
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How Your Support Was Allocated

Programs $206,541

Administration $53,198
       Fundraising &          

Communications $42,353



OUR GENEROUS DONORS
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Thank You
We rely on the support of members who care about the Ausable River, its lakes and 
tributaries. Together, we make a difference.

Great Range: $10,000+
Carol and Edmund Blake Foundation
Cloudsplitter Foundation
Evergreen Foundation, Inc.
Johanson Family

Sentinel Range: $2,500-$9,999
Adirondack Foundation - Adirondack 

Gives
Adirondack Foundation - Holderied 

Family Community Fund
IRONMAN Foundation
Mirror Lake Watershed Association
Meg Parker
Nancy Adams Sweet
Village of Lake Placid

Soda Range: $1,000-$2,499
Adirondack Trail Improvement Society
ADKHighpeaks Foundation
Susan Doolittle
John and Suzann Fay
High Falls Gorge
Larry Master and Betty Spence
John Sargent
Town of Keene
Wally and Terry Walters
Town of North Elba

$500-$999
Ausable Club
Margaret and Ken Brownell
Liz and Michael Clarke
Adele and Tom Connors
Laura and Robert Devinney
Laurie George
Golden Arrow Resort
High Peaks Resort
Janeway Family Fund
Ed McNeil
Marcy Miller
Rhoda and Paul Morrisroe
The Fallen Arch

$250-$499
Adirondack Foundation - Erenstone Family 

Fund
Adirondack Garden Club
Adirondack Ski Touring Council
Nan and Steve Amstutz
Barkeater Trails Alliance
David Brunner and Rhonda Butler
Joan Burchenal
Noel and Bob Cacchio
G. Robert and Linda B. Cooley
Agatha D’Ambra
Dig The Falls
Amy and Eric Fairchild
Robert Farkas and Anne Scavo
Mr. and Mrs. J. Craig Hadden
Leita and William Hamill
Brian Delaney, High Peaks Cyclery & Sports
Donna and Wayne Ignatuk
Nancy Jeffrey
Ben Lacy
Carol MacKinnon Fox
Ellen Metcalf
Jill and Scott Murray
David Nye
Mr. Donald Pachner
Patagonia
Nancy and William Paternotte
Nick and Emily Politi
Michael and Susan Raymaley
Elizabeth Strickler and Mark Gallogly
The Bookstore Plus
Tri Lakes Trout Unlimited
Brendan Wiltse

$100-$249
Adirondack Riverwalking 
 In Honor of James and Parmalee Tolkan
Anonymous
Constantin Apostol
Holly Aquino

Mary Ashmead
AuSable Acres Property Owner Association
AuSable River Two Fly Shop
B. A. Straight Real Estate
William and Christine Barnes
Mary Barrie and Ted Stork
Jim and Joan Barton
Anna Battigelli and Paul Johnston
Mary Bell and Bill Joplin
Rebecca Bennett
Sara Bertomen
Biesemeyer’s ADK Building & Contracting
BigRentz
Greg Borzilleri
Tom and Alana Both
Christian Brammer and Jane Haugh
Cali Brooks and Galen Crane
Patrick and Jennifer Cahill
 In Memory of Daui Woodin
Cascade Cross Country Ski Center
Champlain National Bank
Teresa Cheetham-Palen and Ed Palen
Darrah & Darrah, Inc.
Patti and Bill Dilworth
Tim and Kay Driscoll
Nevton and Louise Dunn
Dominic and Melissa Eisinger
Eye Peek
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Farrelly
Anthony Fiacco
Rachel Finn
Fly Fishing Team USA
John G. Fritzinger
Sharon and David Fuerst
Sue Ellen and Bob Gettens
Michale Glennon
Tony and Bunny Goodwin
Gordon W. Pratt Agency
Amanda and Jim Grant
William Harrigan
James R. Helmbrecht
Jim Herman and Dave Mason
HomeAdvisor, Inc.
John and Patti Hopkinson
Hurricane Mtn. Chapter of ADK
Christopher and Audrey Hyson
Dr. and Mrs. Iredell Iglehart III
Michael and Nancy Ingersoll
William and Lynne Johnson
Georgia Jones
Michael Jay Kapolka
Joan and Miles Kulukundis
Susan Lacy and Jim Bernard
Lake Placid Family Dental
Lake Placid/Whiteface Mtn. KOA
Timothy Landis

Headwaters Council



Diane L. and Roger L. Likewise
 In Memory of Sam Lacy
Diane L. and Roger L. Likewise
 In Memory of Jeffery M. Smith
LOCALadk Magazine
Richard Longstreth
Loremans’
Susan Lourie and Eric Mosher
Roland and Pam Machold
Elizabeth McDonough
James and Bernadette McSparron
Merrill L. Thomas Real Estate
Tracey and Sid Miller
Mary Lou Moore
Genevieve Morley
Mountain Orthotic and Prosthetic 

Services
Noon Mark Diner
Northeast Arboricultural Associates
Sylvia Norton and Joseph 

McCranels
Gary Oehlbeck
Frank and Sue Pagano
Michael and Mary Peabody
Greg Pedrick
Robert and Karen Peters
Carol Pinney
Placid Planet Bicycles
Meredith Prime
Rich Redman
Debora Rice and Dan Mason
Susan Riggins
Rivermede Farm
Tim Rowland
Peter Rowley
Brian and Ginny Ruder
John Schuler
Nancy Sinkoff and Gary Dreiblatt
Amanda Smock
Jean and Darrell Spinner
Rebecca and Craig Stanclift
Evan, Gerrit, Lanse, and Kate 

Stover
Laina Stupp
Town of Jay
Kelley Tucker and Stephen 

Longmire

Eva Turel and John Longmire
Chase Twichell
Scott Van Laer
Janet Ward and Sidney Ward Jr.
Jeanne Warner
William and Katherine Wellman
Monty Worth
Ivan Zdrahal

Under $99
Francis C. Accisano
Adirondack Research & Consulting
Susan and Steve Albert
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Alexander
Richard H. Altieri
Susan and C. Douglas Angevine
Appleby Foundation, Inc
Christina Ariemma
Kate Asselin
Geoffrey Ball
Janet Barnes
Elizabeth Barrese
Vincent and Alexandra Barrett
Stephanie and Michael Battisti
Lee-Ann Baxmeyer
Raymond Bazydlo
John Becker
Diane Beckwith
Lisa and Peter Bellamy
Bill and Gail Billerman
Birchwood Drive LLC
Carol and Jimm Blakeslee-Collin
Janet and Brian Bliss
Suzanne Bohning
Tom and Alice Boutte
Mike Bowman
Rebecca Boyd
John and Kathleen Braico
Wendy Braje
Craig Brashear and Rebecca Kelly
Dan Briggs
Carol and Rob Brown
Thomas Brown
Michael and Nancy Bryant
Lora W. Bushy
Tom Byrne
Holly Byrnes
Marge Cahak Gibson
Amanda Callanan and Elliott 

Lasher
Todd Canterino
Tanya Carbone
Elias Carlton
Joan M. Carr
Joyce Carter
Karen Case
Saikat Chakraborty
Brian Charles
Dan and Jo-Anne Christoffel
Polly-Jo Clark
Paul D. Clayton
Matt Coarr
Bruce P. Coffin III

Mary Helen Collen
Devin Cool
Michael Cooley
Jeanne Craver
Robert and Nancy Cressey
David Crews
Stan Davis
Reno Decker
Pete and Kathy DeFina
Anita and John Deming
David Desmarais
Timothy Dever
Linda Deyo
Michael DiBlasi
Michael Hastings Joseph Dowd
Brigitte Doyon
Frances L. Driscoll
Tom and Ellen Dubois
John Durkin
Lorraine Duvall
Susan and Maxwell Eaton
Tyler Eaton
Lynn Edmonds
Ian Ellbogen
Eric Englot
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Erenstone
May Eugene
Maryellen Eyer
George Fair
Yvonne Farmer
Louis Farrelly
Daniel Faucher
M. Patterson Field
Diane and Peter Fish
Todd Fisher
Barry Fitz-James
Caroline Foster
Erik Frick
Danika Frisbie
Sarah Fuller
Simon Fulleringer
Aaron and Denise Gagnon
Mark Geiselman
Judi Germano
William Gibney
Karen and Howard Glass
Shari and Gary Gnolek
Rachel Gold
Thomas Gomez
Brian Gould
Damon Greenberg
William and Christine Gremp
Harlan Grossman
Steve and Beth Guglielmi
Lauren and Jason Gundlach
Matt Guy
Jim and Katie Haig
Ian Hamelin and Danielle Papa
Rob Hastings
Tammy Havas
Wayne Hayes
Dennis Hayman
Matthew Healey

Timothy Healy
Michael Heekin
Carlos Heil
Brett Heineman
Paul Held
Frederick Hennen
James Henrickson
Timothy Hill
Heather Hinman
Kelly Hofschneider
Oliver Holmes
Mike Houlihan
Eric Hudson
Betty Hunkins
Dennis Jackson
Jim Jacob
Ronald W. Jacobsen
Rene’ Jacoby
Joshua Janes
David and Lynn Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Robert Jones and Lisa Wasnock-

Jones
Robert and Laura Juravich
Joe and Linda Kahn
Margaret Keech
Joseph Keer
Edward and Beverly Kerr
Charles Kilbourne III
Jaclyn Kline
Sarath Kolla
Leslie and Carl Kopec
Wesley and Bethany Krawiec
Jenny Krieg
Warren and Lorraine Kries
Ruth Kuhfahl
Terry Blank Family Fund
Mary A. Lahut
Mark Laidlaw
Gilles and Shawn Lamarche
Donald and Melissa Lang
Alison Laninger
Jeannie Lieb
Angela Lightfoote
Philip Lobo
Peter Longo
Jeffrey Longtin
Charles and Helene Marshall
Danielle Martin
Nate Martin
Darryl Mayeaux
Kathleen McCleary
Vinny and Barbara McClelland
Scott McDonald
Melissa McGonigal
Jeremy McNamara
Dean and Sandra Melville
Kerrie Merz
Paul Miller
Chip Moeser
David Moore
Chris Morris
Connie and Donald Morrison

OUR GENEROUS DONORS
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2018 Porta-John 
Program Sponsors
Adirondack Trail 

Improvement Society
ADKHighpeaks Foundation
Barkeater Trails Alliance
IRONMAN Foundation
Morrisonville Septic
The Fallen Arch
Tri-Lakes Trout Unlimited



OUR GENEROUS DONORS
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Jason Morrison
Christopher Mosca
Michael Murray
Rita Murtagh
Jim Napoli
Alexander S. Newberry
Gary Novosel
Marianne and David O’Connor
Matt Oakes
Stefanie Obkirchner
Rosemary Olmsted
Eric Pallas
Tyler Pastorok
Cassie Pelz
Carrianne Pershyn and Ben Allen
Karen and Don Pershyn
William Phillips
Chris Piering
Herb Pierson
Christine and Scott Pionteck
Nicole Pionteck
Roby Politi
Brittany Pond
Robert J Poorman
Seymour Preston, Jr.
Kevin and Connie Prickett
Peter Prime
Vic and Vickie Putman
Warren and Pat Radcliffe
Randy Rath
Kathy Regan and Chuck Bruha
Bobbi and Scott Renderer
Brooks and Steve Reynolds

Platinum Sponsors
High Falls Gorge

Hungry Trout Resort
The Mountaineer

Gold Sponsors
Golden Arrow Lakeside 

Resort
Great Adirondack Brewing 

Company
High Peaks Cyclery
High Peaks Resort

2018 Ride for the River Sponsors

Irene Riedl
Steven and Jane Riley
Michelle Roberts
Bruce and Susan Rockman
Heather Rodriguez
Richard Rogers
Amy Rollo
Seth and Trudy Rosenblum
John Rosenthal
Gregory and Catharine Roth
Jon Ruff
Ben and Susan Runyon
Melissa Saale
Stephen Sala
Ben Schaffer
Matthew Schechter
Remi Schuler
Melissa Schwartz and Linda 

Freundlich
Ezra and Audrey Schwartzberg
Rainer Schwarz
Jared Seymour
Lawrence M. Shipps
Linda Shuster and Bill Wonderlin
Richard Smith
Steve Smith
Zachary Smith
Mitchell Smolen
Chris Sobik
Janet Sotola
Toni and Gwynne Spencer
John and Susan Spissinger
James and Kathy Steeves

Jason Stilson
Bill Stokes and Karen Rappaport
Cathy Stone
Christine Stoner
Christopher Strattner
Robert Straznitskas
Ginnie Styles
Neil and Linda Sullivan
Tim Sullivan
Pete Suttmeier
Marjie Swift
Frank Szaba
Scott Taylor
The Breakfast Club Etc.
The Mountaineer
Kerri Thomas
Betsey and David Thomas-Train
Christopher Thornton
Steve Tibbits
Timothy R. Smith Attorney at Law
Bobbie Tompkins
Emily Tyner
Charlotte Underwood-Miller
Julie Vagnini
Rob Van Avery
Linda Vaught
James Viggiano
Kelly Virkler
Paula and Arthur Voigt
Jeff Volmrich
Stephen Wakschal
Gray Watkins
Graham Webb

Don Wegeng
Martha Weiss
Monique Weston Clague
Kayla White
Joe and Theresa Wichtowski
Kathleen Wiley and Jeff Leavitt
Lindsey Wilhelm
Shawn Wiltse
Daniel Winkler
Cassie Winter
Mark Wise
Nick Woodin
Jessica Woodruff
Gary Worboys
Cecil and Gilda Wray
Donna Yager
Young’s Studio & Gallery

In-Kind
Adirondack Riverwalking
Adirondack Watershed Institute
Evan Bottcher
Lorraine Duvall
Eastern Mountain Sports
Great Adirondack Brewing 

Company
Green Goddess
Hungry Trout Resort
Keystone Precision Instruments
Stephen Longmire
Morrisonville Septic
Scott Renderer
Zielinski’s Inc., General Contracting

Silver Sponsors
BigRentz

Merrill L. Thomas, Inc.
Champlain National Bank

Mountain Orthotic and 
Prosthetic Services
Rivermede Farm

Bronze Sponsors
AuSable River Two Fly

B.A. Straight Real Estate
Bookstore Plus
Darrah & Darrah

Eye Peek
Gordon Pratt Agency

Home Advisor
Lake Placid Family Dental
Lake Placid Whiteface KOA 

Placid Planet Bicycles



Inspiring Responsible Stewardship

1181 Haselton Rd | PO Box 8
Wilmington, NY 12997

Follow Us

Our mission - is to help communities protect our streams and lakes.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Elizabeth Clarke
Chair

Ken Brownell
Vice-Chair

Christian Brammer
Treasurer

Wally Walters
Secretary

Evan Bottcher
Rick Conney

Charlie Cowan
Nevton Dunn
Audrey Hyson
Larry Master
John Schuler

STAFF

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kelley Tucker

SCIENCE & STEWARDSHIP 
DIRECTOR

Brendan Wiltse

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Carrianne Pershyn

DONOR OUTREACH ASSOCIATE 
Tyler Merriam

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Sarah Chase

Ausable River Association
(518) 637-6859

contactus@ausableriver.org
www.ausableriver.org


